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Dear Parents and Carers

It is now only a few more school days until we can welcome all of the children back to school again. The staff
are so looking forward to re-engaging with the children face to face and | am sure the children can’t wait to
see their friends again. Unfortunately Year 3 will have a slightly disrupted return to school as a staff member
within the in school provision bubble has tested positive for COVID this week. As a result those children will
have to remain at home and be taught remotely by staff until Friday 12™ March. We have put arrangements
in place to ensure that the Year 3 children who have been at home since 5" January can still return on Monday.

Over the next few weeks the staff will be settling the children back in to life at school, alongside assessing
where they are in their learning, and revisiting any learning that needs consolidation, they will be ensuring the
children have lots of time to play, socialise and have fun. We believe the majority of our children have coped
really well with the latest lockdown and have engaged brilliantly with their learning. Many will have developed
new skills and knowledge over the last few weeks and they may yet become the generation with the greatest
resilience and adaptability because of their experiences. We do not feel the children will necessarily have to
‘catch up’ with learning as they have all had the same educational offer so will be at similar points but some
may need to revisit or consolidate concepts and skills which you do not need to worry about. They have all
had very different experiences of lockdown, and many sadly have experienced loss, so we will be making sure
they have time to talk about their experiences, reframe them and recalibrate ready for the rest of the spring
term and summer. Any child who has experienced the loss of a family member is invited to complete a small
wooden plaque in their memory to place in the memorial garden we established during the first lockdown last
year. Please let your child’s class teacher know if this is something you would like them to arrange.

Please do not worry about any equipment or school uniform your child needs for returning to school next
week. We will not be rigorously implementing any uniform policy so please just ensure your child is dressed
appropriately and warmly (although hopefully the weather is now warming up) ready to learn. Suitable
footwear is very important as the children will continue to have outdoor play and outdoor learning. Do not
worry if their school shoes no longer fit — any suitable footwear that is secure will be fine. Children should
continue to wear PE kit on their PE days. All equipment needed for learning will be provided in class — each
child will continue to have their own learning pack of equipment and books. Junior school children store these
in their lockers overnight. We are very grateful to the many volunteers who made ‘chair bags’ for us in a
variety of fabulous fabrics and some year groups may choose to use these in the classrooms in order to free
up table space — we should have enough bags to provide them where needed. If you have any other questions,
for example if you need a reminder of drop off times, please take a look at our COVID section on the website.
If you cannot find what you are looking for please contact me or the school office.

| am so proud of our school community and the fantastic achievements of the last few months. Please be
assured we will do everything we can to make the full return to school a positive one for everyone and build

on the experiences we have all had, positive and negative, to make us even stronger moving forward.

Lorraine Phillips, Executive Head Teacher
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