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Crofton Anne Dale Federation COVID19 Frequently Asked Questions

We are aware of the high volume of advice and information we have shared across the last six months. We
have therefore put this FAQ sheet together to summarise the information and hopefully answer any
questions you may have. We will be uploading it to the COVID folder on our website.

Please be aware that the answers we provide are based on our particular setting and the advice and
guidance we have received and interpreted to suit our circumstances. Should you have any concerns about
your child’s heath or the virus please do seek advice and guidance from the relevant professional body.

Do children need PE kits?

All teachers will communicate your child’s PE day to you and we ask that your child wears appropriate PE kit
to school that day. They are able to wear a tracksuit over shorts and t-shirt or their usual school jumper and
leggings / tracksuit bottoms with trainers. Children in Year R will not require PE kit until after Christmas.

We are asking children to only bring in the minimum:
e A coat on cooler days e A water bottle ¢ A hat if it's sunny e Lunchbox if having packed lunch

Is Birds and Owls (Breakfast Club/After-School Care) running? How do | book?

Yes, Birds and Owls is running. Please use the usual systems for booking a place. Information and contact
details are available on our website. We have split the provision by age group in order to maintain year group
bubbles therefore infant aged children will be based in the infant hall and junior age children in the junior hall.

How large are the “bubbles” that the children will be in? Will they be able to play with their friends?

Your child will be in a class bubble and able to interact with the children in their class. They will also be in a
year group bubble, the year group bubbles will share an outdoor space for playtimes and staff may move
between the classes / groups of children for teaching. Children will still see friends from other classes in their
year group but will not be able to interact with children from other year group bubbles. The main purpose of
Bubbles is to be able to track and trace contacts if one of the children or staff were to test positive for COVID.

Do children need wellies and waterproofs?
Infant school children will be asked to bring wellies and waterproofs to school. These will remain in school for
use when outdoor play and learning is planned.

Will children and adults be wearing masks / face coverings in school?

No. The Government announcement about face masks was for secondary schools. The World Health
Organisation (WHO) guidance was for children age over 12. So currently, the advice is that children in primary
schools should not wear face masks. Staff will only wear face coverings when they are mixing with other adults
and are unable to socially distance or limit the length of time they are interacting for or are supporting a child
with COVID symptoms. We will be limiting all visitors to school but any adults who have to be in the building
will be required to provide their contact details, agree to alert us if they subsequently test positive for COVID
and wear a mask whilst on the premises.
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Can my child bring their fidget toy to school?

Provided this has already been agreed with school fidget toys could be brought in, sanitised and kept in the
child’s own equipment bag here in school until the end of term. If school provide the fidget toy they will ensure
it is cleaned thoroughly before a different child is allowed to use it. Children should not be bringing toys from
home.

Should | provide my child with their own hand gel and other hygiene products?
We have lots of hand gel in school so there is no need for children to bring their own. If there is a reason for
your child to have their own, please contact the class teacher to discuss and agree any action.

Will my child still be provided with medical help or first aid if they need it?

Yes, all first aid procedures will still be in place and children’s medical needs met. In order to minimise
movement around the building every classroom has been provided with a hygiene trolley which has basic first
aid equipment. Staff will assess any incidents and are able to call for additional support immediately using
their walkie-talkie if necessary. Inhalers will still be kept in the classroom for your child to use should they
need to. If your child requires any medication you should pass this to a member of the admin team and sign
the paperwork required for permission for them to administer it.

Will my child still have one to one support and small group work if they need it?

Yes, we have allocated support staff to year group bubbles in order to keep any specialist / additional support
in place. Additional hygiene measures will also be implemented where needed, for example sanitising
equipment. As with everything else, we will need to regularly review these arrangements in line with changing
guidance and risk assessments.

Will the children only have a tiny area to play in?

No, they will have a designated space for their year group bubble to use. We are very fortunate that our
grounds are so large so no year group will miss out on having enough space to run around in and enjoy some
fresh air. The play trails and outdoor play equipment will either be allocated to a year group or used on a rota
basis with sufficient time in between for health and safety purposes.

When should | take my child for a test?

You should take a child for a test if they have any one of the three symptoms of Covid-19. The symptoms are;
- The onset of a persistent cough - or a temperature/fever - or a loss of taste or smell. (Recent research
published in the media suggests an upset stomach and diarrhoea may also be an early symptom in children)
Only people who are symptomatic should book a test unless you are asked to get a test by Public Health as
part of the management of an outbreak in your community.

Can a child who has cold symptoms, for example, a runny nose, sneezing, still come to school?

A child who has any of the symptoms of Covid-19 (a persistent cough, or a temperature/fever, or a loss of taste
or smell) should not come to school. The child and their household should self-isolate and arrange for a Covid-
19 test. A child who has cold symptoms but no symptoms of Covid-19 does not need to miss out on school if
you feel their symptoms are mild and that they are well enough to attend. If they do not have the symptoms
of Covid-19 they do not need to have a test.

When would school ask parents to take their child home?

If we are concerned that a child may have Covid-19; if they have a new continuous cough, or a
fever/temperature, or report that they have a loss of taste or smell we may ask you to take them home as a
precaution until the symptoms settle. If a child has other symptoms but is well enough to stay in school you
will not need to take your child home.




How is a continuous cough defined?

A continuous cough is coughing for longer than an hour, or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours. For
people who usually have a cough, it may be worse than normal. A continuous cough will not be a single
coughing fit.

If a child has a negative test can they return to school if their cough/ symptoms persist?
If the child is absent with Covid-19 symptoms but they get a negative test result they can return to school
when they feel well enough. It would not be advised to attend school if they have a fever.

If | am not sure whether my child is displaying symptoms of the virus who should | contact for advice?

The symptoms of Covid-19 are; - The onset of a persistent cough - or a temperature/fever - or a loss of taste

or smell. (Recent research published in the media suggests an upset stomach and diarrhoea may also be an

early symptom in children) If you are not sure whether your child is displaying these symptoms you can consult

the range of information and support available on the NHS website or call 111
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/.

Who will have to self-isolate for 14 days if someone who attends my child’s school has a positive test?

If someone from our school tests positive for Covid-19 we will first check whether they came to school when
they might have been infectious. This would be whilst they had symptoms or in the 48 hours before they had
symptoms. The school will then work with Public Health to identify anyone who has been within 2 metres of
the person who has tested positive. A close contact will be anyone who has been within 1-2 metres for more
than 15 minutes, or, within 1 metre for a short time. The children and staff identified will be asked to self-
isolate as a precaution.

Does having regular short contacts which add up to at least 15 minutes or more with someone throughout the
course of the day, e.g. in a class setting, mean that my child will be asked to self-isolate? Is it only if it is a
sustained period of 15 minutes?

If your child has been within 2 metres of someone for 15 minutes they will, in most cases, be considered a
contact. This would only happen when that person has tested positive for Covid-19 and your child was in
contact with them whilst they may have been infectious. This could be 15 minutes at one time or 15 minutes
due to regular shorter contacts.

Why do siblings continue to attend school if one child has to self-isolate due to a positive case within their
class at school?

Only children who have been in direct contact with the positive case need to self-isolate as a precaution.
Brothers and sisters of children who have been asked to self-isolate have not had that same direct contact so
do not have the same risk. This is why brothers and sisters can continue to attend school. If the child who has
been identified as a contact develops symptoms, then the brothers and sisters, and anyone else in the
household should isolate while waiting for test results.

If my child is a close contact and is asked to self-isolate, can they return to school if they have a negative Covid-
19 test?

If the child is absent because they have been identified as a contact of someone who has tested positive for
Covid-19 they need to isolate for 14 days. Track and Trace will advise them when they can return to school. A
negative test result does not shorten this period of isolation. They should only get a test if they develop
symptoms of Covid-19.



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

