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Infant School Striving for the bestin eversgone Junior School

Tel: 01329 662025 Executive Head: Mrs Lorraine Phillips Tel: 01329 662087

9" March 2021
Information, Advice and Request for Support to All Parents and Carers
Dear Parents and Carers,

Unfortunately | have been made aware overnight that a third staff member at our Federation has
tested positive for COVID 19. The member of staff had been identified as a contact for the second
case we had in our Federation last week therefore was already self-isolating so there has been no
need to identify contacts and ask any other staff or children to isolate.

| am sure you will find this news worrying, please be assured we are continuing to monitor the situation
very carefully, review our risk assessments and work closely with Public Health England to implement
any advice they can provide. The robustness of our risk assessment has helped to minimise the risk
of COVID spreading as far as is possible throughout the pandemic resulting in fewer bubble closures
and numbers isolating than many other schools have experienced across the country. Where staff
have no choice but to interact due to the nature of their roles we hope that the additional mitigating
actions, such as face masks, hand washing etc. will protect them, if not from being identified as a
contact at least from catching the virus or developing a severe iliness as a result of it.

As a country we are still in the midst of a pandemic and a national lockdown. Despite the excitement
of being back to school this week and things therefore feeling more ‘normal’ we have to guard against
complacency which could result in a surge of cases and closures of bubbles within school.

We cannot completely protect from COVID, or prevent its spread once it is within a community, but
there is much we can do to minimise the risk to ourselves, our families and communities. Please may
| ask for your support by wearing a face mask for dropping off and collecting your child. Please may |
also ask that you only arrive to the school at the time allocated to your child (with siblings if applicable)
as we are once again experiencing crowds on the recreation ground and along the pavement at the
front of the school because too many parents are arriving outside of their child’s drop off time. | would
really appreciate your support in modelling to the children the two metre social distancing rule. Once
inside school the children are very good about this rule and do not cross into other bubbles or spend
time too close to adults within their bubble if it can be avoided but we need to help them understand
those rules follow through to outside the school gates and the most powerful way to do this is for them
to see the adults in our community modelling it.

Please be reassured that for most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. If your child
develops symptoms of COVID-19, they must not come to school and should remain at home for at
least 10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible
for testing and this can be arranged via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling
119. As children can present very differently from adults when they contract the virus please consider
being extra cautious about when to send your child to school if they are at all unwell as each child
may have different symptoms and the symptoms can change rapidly. All other household members
who remain well, must stay at home and not leave the house for 10 days. This includes anyone in
your ‘Support Bubble’.
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If anyone in the household has symptoms, is awaiting test results or is planning to have a test due to
being unwell please do not send your child to school. We have had several incidences where a child
has been sent to school despite the parent having symptoms and awaiting test results, this increases
the risk to the school community as if the test result is positive the child would be a contact and may
potentially already have contracted the virus and spread it to their bubble.

Further information is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-
home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection

Finally may | take the opportunity to thank you for your support during these challenging times but
particularly this week when we are so short staffed. When we received notification of the first case
and realised that the children attending Year 3 in school provision and the Year 3 staff team would
not be here for the full return to school on 8" March we did everything we could to ensure the other
Year 3 children could return albeit without their usual teachers and support staff.

When the second case was confirmed the nature of the person’s role meant not only class based staff
would now be isolating but many staff who work in jobs that ensure the daily safe and smooth running
of our school would also have to isolate and it became even more challenging to plan for a full return.
By pulling together we have managed, somehow, to make it work, and your understanding,
particularly at the lack of office support for example (both office staff teams are isolating) has allowed
us to open to the whole school (including reduced before and after school care despite three of their
staff also isolating) even though it has stretched us to our limit. | am once again immensely proud of
our staff who have managed to cover the significant gap caused by twenty three people being ill or
isolating so would like to express my thanks and gratitude to them too.

Stay safe and take care.

Yours sincerely

Lorraine Phillips
Executive Head Teacher



