Infant School Striving for the best in everyone Junior School

Tel: 01329 662025 Executive Head: Mrs Lorraine Phillips Tel: 01329 662087

Tuesday 30" June 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Transition Arrangements 2026

Each year we allocate some time to preparing children, parents and staff for transition from one year group
to the next. The main emphasis is on Year 2 transferring to Year 3, pre-schoolers joining our pre-school or
Year R and Year 6 transferring to Year 7 in a secondary school because these are significant steps in a child’s
educational journey.

We recognise however that the transition from year to year is equally important, and for some children just
as challenging, so have developed an approach, incorporating feedback from parents and children, that we
hope will ensure that the programme works for all children whatever their particular transition point.

The Year 6 children who are transferring to Crofton Secondary School will be spending all day on Monday
6™ July and Tuesday 7™ July there. As the majority of Year 6 children will therefore be out of school that day,
we have decided to use these two dates for our Federation transition.

Each year we spend a considerable amount of time deciding which classes children should be in for the
following year, we then allocate the teacher and finally the room that is most appropriate.

The priority when making class decisions is the learning of the children. In some instances, we will make the
decision to keep classes as they are because they work well together and the benefits of keeping them
together outweigh any benefits from mixing them.

In other instances, where the balance may not be quite right or classes are not working as successfully as
we would like, we choose to mix the children and reorganise the classes. The teachers have become very
familiar with your children in the past year, they know who they work well with and who they do not, they
know who they have positive relationships with and who they don’t and they have all of the handover
information from previous years to assist them. We know this may look very different in and out of school
when your child may mix with different children due to clubs attended, parental friendships or previous
placements, we base our decisions in how they are in school as that is our primary area of responsibility.

There are many, many considerations when we set classes for the next year, please trust that all information
has been taken into account to make the right decision for every child. We do not take specific requests
from parents about children or staff they want their child to be with, not only would that be inappropriate,
but it would also be impossible to manage.

The class lists have been set, and we will not be making changes to them. If it is identified that there is an
issue with any of the decisions, we will support children and work with them to manage the change.
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Change is an inevitable part of everyone’s lives. We know that transition can be an unsettling time for some
children however, it is also an opportunity to support them in developing strategies to manage change and
‘uncomfortable feelings’ which will benefit them in the future.

Using the Empowerment Approach, we will be teaching the children about how to manage some of those
uncomfortable feelings and that some stress in their lives, ‘growth stress’, leads to increased resilience —
one of our learning values. We have included the visual that we will be using below and would encourage
you to use this in conversations you have with your child about next year.

Children will take their lead from trusted adults so if you remain calm and positive they are likely to do the
same.
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= Temporary and only mild increase = Temporary serious stress causing = Serious stress activating the
in stress levels. stress hormones to be raised body’s stress response.

» Temporary increase in heart rate. significantly in the body. = Continuing over a period of time.

= Body’s stress levels return to = Tolerable because buffered by = Not enough protection from
normal following the event. supportive, caring adults/friends. connections to act as buffers.

= E.g. an interview; an exam; = E.g. parental separation; serious = E.g. seeing ongoing violence;
starting a new club; meeting new iliness; an isolated traumatic ongoing abuse, bullying or
people; moving to a new area; a experience e.g. car crash or even discrimination; ongoing poverty-
challenging project. the death of a loved one. related stress.

= Leads to resilience, = Leads to adaptation & = Leads to long-term mental &
confidence & good coping recovery. physical health issues &
skills. Executive Function Skill

difficulties.

Please see the detailed outline of the two transition days on 6™ and 7*" July accompanying this letter.

As always if you have any concerns or questions you are encouraged to speak to your child’s class teacher,
our heads of school or myself. This can be by telephone, letter or e-mail.

Warm regards,

Lorraine Phillips
Executive Head Teacher



On Monday 6th July

All children in Year R to Year 5 will begin their day as normal; entering through their usual door at the start of the day.
Their class teacher will register the children and order lunches with them and they will spend the morning in their
current classes. https://www.croftonannedalejunior.co.uk/Parents/School-Dinners/

After lunch, the children will meet their new teacher in their new classroom and spend the afternoon with them
enjoying a range of learning activities. The new class teacher will also show the children where they should arrive in
the morning, which door they should enter by and the door they will leave by at the end of the school day when they
have moved year group. They will provide them with a letter to take home informing you of their class and teacher for
next year. On the letter will be a map of the school building (similar to below) for you to use to talk with your child
about where they will begin and end each day, and where you will meet them at the end of each day. There will then
be an opportunity to practise this on Tuesday 7th July.

On Monday 6% July children will return to their current classroom by 3pm and will be dismissed as usual at the end
of the day.
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On Tuesday 7th July

Children will spend a full day, including drop off and pick up in the new classes and rooms.

All children will begin their day as per the arrangements shared with them on Monday afternoon. Children who will
be in Year 3, 4, 5 or 6 in September should enter by the door their teacher has shown them.

Children in Year 1 from September should enter by the classroom door that they visited on Monday. Parents and
children are to wait by the Year 1 gate and teachers will open it and greet the children from 8.45am.

Children in Year 2 from September will arrive to the Infant front playground to meet their teachers and enter through
the main entrance as explained to them by their new teachers on Monday.

The children will spend the day in their new classroom with their new teacher and classmates before being dismissed
from their new year group/classroom at the end of the day.

Children who will be in Year 2 in September will be brought out to the Infant front playground at the end of the day.

Parents are invited to pop into their child’s new class and say hello to their new teacher at the end of the day, after
pick-up has been completed. We politely request that you limit your conversation to a brief hello to allow all parents
the opportunity. If you have an issue you need to discuss in greater depth with the teacher, please make an
appointment to do so at another time.
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