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The ‘New’ National Curriculum
Fact Sheet 5

In this ‘fact sheet’ we share how assessment has changed in the new national curriculum.
A subsequent fact sheet will share the arrangements we have adopted for our school.

Previously state schools had to use a standard system of assessing and reporting pupil's attainment and progress, (1a, 2c. 4b etc.) but this
has now been removed. Schools are able to choose their own arrangements, although they will still have to track progress and report it to
parents.

We continue to value on-going, regular teacher assessment ( ‘formative’ assessment) as the most powerful way to ensure our children are
having their learning needs met, make progress, address any gaps and know how well they are doing. We recognise there is also a place for
‘summative’ assessment, for example at the end of a unit of work, and we have spent time this year developing our own school tracking
system (which will be explained in the next fact sheet). This supports us in ensuring that we keep children ‘on track’ to achieve end of year
/ end of key stage outcomes and we can report their attainment to you, the local authority and the department of education at the end of
the year.

Children in Year 1, Year 2 and Year 6 nationally will undertake statutory tests; outlined for you below. This academic year Key Stage 2 test
papers will be marked externally, Key Stage 1 papers will be marked by school staff and moderated within school, with other schools and
by local authority representatives.

Year 1 phonics screening check

The check will take place in the week beginning 13t June when your child will read 40 words out loud to a teacher using their phonic
knowledge.(some words are real and others are not) You’ll find out how your child did, and their teacher will assess whether he or she
needs extra help with reading. If your child doesn’t do well enough in the screening they will have to repeat it in Year 2.

Key stage 1
Key stage 1 tests cover:

e  English : reading (2 test papers)

e  English : grammar, punctuation and spelling (2 test papers)

e  Maths :arithmetic

e  Maths :reasoning
The tasks and tests are taken when the school chooses but always within the month of May. Your child’s teacher will use the child’s work
(including spoken work and homework) to assess your child in each area. You will receive a report providing you with the teacher’s
assessment for each area in July.

Key stage 2

Key stage 2 tests cover:
e  English reading
e English grammar, punctuation and spelling
e Maths (including mental arithmetic)

The tests will be taken in the week beginning 9t" May, many of you will have seen the timetable for the week on the video link we sent
previously. When your child reaches the end of key stage 2 the teacher will also report on your child’s progress in English, Maths and
Science. You will receive the results in July.
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http://www.parentdish.co.uk/2011/07/06/decoding-your-childs-school-report-national-curriculum-school-levels-assessments/
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/nationalcurriculum2014/a00225864/assessing-without-levels
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/nationalcurriculum2014/a00225864/assessing-without-levels

