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In this ‘fact sheet’ we share how our teaching, assessment and classroom organisation may change in 
response to the national curriculum expectations and assessing without levels. 

 
One of the primary aims of the national curriculum is equity for all. Although some children will still attain at 
a higher level than others the biggest change in expectation is that ALL children reach age related expectations 
at the end of every key stage (The end of Year 2 and the end of Year 6) regardless of starting point, previous 
attainment or any other barriers.  
 

• The curriculum is intended to be more challenging; expectations have been raised for ALL children in 
every year group. 

• All children should be productive, creative and well-educated.  
• The focus is on essential core subject knowledge and skills  

 
 
There is also an expectation that children will be competent in ALL aspects of the curriculum. They will no 
longer be able to have any gaps or areas of weakness in a subject. These will have to be addressed or the child 
will be deemed not to have reached age related expectations. Previously a child could have a weaker area 
but, because of the ‘best fit’ model of assessment, they would still be awarded a higher overall level than their 
competency in that one weaker aspect because the other areas of strength balanced it out.  
 
For example, in Year 4 maths the aspects a child will now need to be equally competent across are;  
 

Number and place value 
Addition and subtraction 

Multiplication and division 
Fractions (including decimals) 

Measurement 
Geometry - Properties of shape 

Geometry – Position and direction 
Statistics 

 
Because of this change in expectation we are no longer setting the children for any lessons nor do they have 
fixed groups for maths and English in class. In the past these would have been based on the ‘best fit’ levels 
and could mask the areas a child needs to address; be that strengths or an area of development. This is 
requiring quite a mind shift for staff and children regarding classroom organisation and expectations but 
already we are seeing significant positive impact on progress and attainment for all children. 

 
 


