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The ‘New’ National Curriculum
Fact Sheet 1

Welcome to the first of a series of ‘fact sheets’ about the new national curriculum and assessment
arrangements from September 2015.

The aim of these fact sheets is;
To provide parents and carers with information about changes to the National Curriculum
(Fact sheet 2)
To explain how changes to the National Curriculum will affect the way we teach and assess.
(Fact sheet 3, 5 and 6)
To explain how the changes will be applied to home learning. (Homework)
(Fact sheet 4)
To give parents and carers an opportunity to raise any questions they may have.

A new national curriculum for primary schools became statutory for all year groups except Year 2 and 6 in
maintained schools from September 2014. From this September all year groups will be following the new
National Curriculum.

* The main aim is to raise standards - the new curriculum is intended to be more challenging.

* This Government believes that the new curriculum will produce productive, creative and well-
educated students.

* The content is slimmer than the old National Curriculum.

* It focuses on essential core subject knowledge and skills (such as ‘précis’ writing and computer
programming).

* Pupils in the Reception Class had their own new curriculum in 2012 (The EYFS or Early Years
Foundation Stage Curriculum), but will need to be ready to follow the New

National Curriculum by the end of their Reception Year.

One of the main differences in the curriculum is that children will only work within the programmes for
their year group. When they become competent in these expectations they will be provided with learning
opportunities to ‘deepen’ their understanding and competency rather than moving to the expectations for
the next year group as they would do currently.

Assessment will also look very different in the new system. Children will no longer be allocated a ‘level’ when
being assessed but rather an assessment of their competency within a series of key indicators for the subject
expectations for their year group. At the end of each academic year they will be assessed as having met,
exceeded or working towards each ‘age related expectation’.
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