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29th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Thank you for your response to my previous letters and in particular for the many positive and supportive comments 

included. You should have received, last Friday, a text message confirming whether your child has been invited back 

to school in Group A or Group B.  

 

Group A are being invited to attend on a Monday and Tuesday and Group B on a Thursday and Friday.  All of our plans 

thus far have been based on a provisional date of 1st June as an ‘at the earliest’ date for widening our provision.  

 

If you did not respond to our initial e-mail asking if you would be sending your child back to school, they will not have 

been allocated to a group and you will not have received a text. Please contact the e-mail included at the end of this 

letter if you would now like to send your child in. Please DO NOT bring your child to school if a place has not been 

confirmed. 

 

The decision on ‘if and when’ the widening of provision would begin was based on five tests, set by the government, 

being met before hand; 

 Test one: making sure the NHS can cope and continues to have sufficient capacity 

 Test two: a ‘sustained and consistent’ fall in daily deaths 

 Test three: solid data showing the rate of infection is decreasing to ‘manageable’ levels 

 Test four: ensuring that supply of tests and personal protective equipment (PPE) can meet future demand 

 Test five: avoiding a second peak that would risk overwhelming the NHS 

 

As we have been told by government representatives and their scientific advisers that the tests have been met to a 

sufficient level for widening of provision to be considered ‘safe’ we will be going ahead with our plans from Monday. 

We have made a few small changes to the plans already shared with you, and added elements that have arisen through 

parent questions or when we have been organising spaces and resources, so I will outline those first for ease of 

identification.  

 

 Uniform – as we already stated we will not be rigorously implementing uniform rules. As we plan to have lots 

of outdoor and physical activities we would ask that your child wears their school polo shirt and sweatshirt 

(provided it still fits!) with either shorts or trousers on their bottom half and trainers or similar shoes that are 

suitable for outdoor play and sport. This will remove the need to bring PE bags to school and thus reduce the 

belongings going between home and school. (please may we ask that long hair is tied up and no jewellery worn) 

 

 When children arrive in the playground each morning there will be a line of coloured ‘dots’ on the playground, 

each child as they arrive will stand on a dot which will assist with social distancing (particularly as they learn 

what this looks like) 

 

 Essential provision children will be collected from the junior school playground at 8.30am and take to the 

appropriate spaces through the external doors.  



 

 

 

 Essential provision will finish at 3.30pm each day (to allow other year groups to clear the site) and they will be 

brought to the junior school playground to meet you. 

 

 Cycling to school is absolutely fine but the bike will need to be wheeled on to site at the designated time and 

stored as normal in the cycle rack. There will be no sharing of bikes or scooters. Even if cycling we will still expect 

the parent or carer to confirm with us that their child is symptom free and all protocols have been followed.  

 

We know that many of you, and your children, will have mixed feelings about returning to school. There is excitement 
about seeing friends but sadness not to see them all and not to be able to interact as normal. There is worry about 
infection and things looking different but also trust that teachers and support staff will keep us safe. There is a longing 
for the familiar but fear of the unknown.  
 
In order to help you in managing these feelings, and manage your child’s return to school, we have attached to this e-
mail three social stories; each one is aimed at a different year group Year R, Year 1 and Year 6 but feel free to use as 
you see fit for your child. We would suggest using them to frame a conversation with your child this weekend about 
the return to school. You may find you need to share the contents more than once or your child may want some time 
to reflect and absorb the information on their own and then ask you questions.  
 
 
A reminder of the key arrangements and times; 
Separate start and finish times will be implemented and separate entrances and exits used. There will be NO VEHICLE 
ACCESS or MOVEMENT between 8.15am and 9.30am.  
 
Essential provision children will be asked to arrive at 8.30am to the junior school playground where staff will meet 

them and escort them to the building.  

 

For Year R and Year 1 Mrs Manley will meet and greet at the front pedestrian gate. Children will be brought through 

the front pedestrian gate by their parents and left in the infant school playground (on their coloured dot) where the 

two teachers for those groups will be waiting for them. They will take the register and when all children have arrived, 

or the next time slot begins, they will take the children in through the classroom external door. Parents will leave by 

the front vehicle exit.  

 

Year 6 will be dropped at the back gate where Mrs Hoebee will meet and greet. Children will be asked to come on to 

the school site on their own, staff will meet them and escort them to their allocated door. Parents please say goodbye 

at the back gate then step away to allow the next child to be dropped off.  

 

Each class / group has been given a different arrival time  

 

 Essential provision 8.30am 

 Dragonfly, Mantis and Cherry 8.45am 

 Ladybird, Centipede and Willow. 9.00am 

 Caterpillar, Firefly and Damson 9.15am 

 

*PLEASE NOTE If the allocated time slot for your child is missed you will have to leave and return at 9.30am* 

 

If you have an infant child and Year 6 child with the same drop off time we are happy for you to drop both at the infant 

child’s drop off point and time.  

 

If you have an infant child and a Year 6 child with different drop off times we would ask you to use those drop off times 

as you will have the time to walk around.  

 

If you have a Year R and Year 1 child with different drop off times, please use the earlier time for both.  

 

 



 

 

The end of the day will work in a similar way, Year 6 will be taken to the back gate at the designated time and infant 

school children to the front infant school playground. Please do not enter the school site (apart from Essential 

Provision, Year R and Year 1 parents who should go to the playground, collect their child then leave.   

 

Finishing times will be  

 

 Dragonfly, Mantis and Cherry 2.45pm  

 Ladybird, Centipede and Willow 3.00pm  

 Caterpillar, Firefly and Damson 3.15pm 

 Essential provision 3.30pm  

 
We would ask that the ONLY belongings your child brings to school, which will be kept at their own table, are;  

 

 water bottle  

 snack  

 lunch box if not having a school dinner which we would encourage  

 coat on back of chair  

 

Please do not allow your child to bring in anything additional (including book bags and books). 

 

Please do not send your child if they have any health issues that would put them at additional risk, for example 

asthma or diabetes. (please seek medical advice if you have any concerns) 

 
Please remind yourself of the contents in the parent protocol. We will expect all parents to confirm they have followed 
this each day. 
 
Copies of all letters we have sent out, policies relevant to this period and risk assessments will be available on our 
school website shortly.  
 
Please be assured that even if your child is in Year R, 1 or 6 and invited to return to school your decision as a parent as 

to whether they attend or not will be fully respected and supported. There will be no penalty notices issued should 

you choose to keep your child at home. 
 
The e-mails for this widening of provision remain active for any questions or issues that arise. 
 
 

EYFS2020cadf@gmail.com 

 

Y12020cadf@gmail.com 

 

Y62020cadf@gmail.com 

 

Warm regards 

 

 

Lorraine Phillips 

Executive Head Teacher 
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